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Miss Pearce
What a year! Never a day that 
wasn’t exciting, hilarious, tiring and 
fulfilling all at once, never a day when 
someone; student, staff, or parent 
didn’t make another day amazing at 
Winterfold. 

My morning starts bright and early. 
Each day I get to see you all drive in, 
big smiles and waves, or sometimes 
more of a weary-eyed gesture, and 
within half an hour I’ve spoken to most 
of you.

Then to spend my morning with 
Kindergarten 2, a group of children 
who are funny and sweet. It was 
especially lovely watching them grow 
in their confidence, develop social 
skills, and discover just a little more 
about themselves which has been the 
most incredibly rewarding experience. 

Despite working with ages so varied 
from the age three to thirteen, it 
surprises me how similar children all 
are at their core – every single child 
at Winterfold has been a bundle of 
joy. Every single one has brought a 
smile to my face, made me laugh to 
no end and shown me that childhood 
innocence I had forgotten about. 

Daily Break duty, has been an hour 
of genuinely becoming a child again, 
including but not limited to, soccer, 
mayhem on the adventure playground, 
ridiculous pranks, and chats with 
the older children. Sport duty, either 
training or fixtures, and watching their 
development week after week, has 
truly given me some of the most varied 
and exciting afternoons.

This now brings me to the Winterfold 
staff, because whatever the work we 
were doing, boy did they appreciate 
it. How nice it was to be so valued by 
the team around you, whether that 
be Pre-Prep, Prep, Sports, Admin, and 
anyone else. How lucky we were to 
be supported by such a large team - 
moving across the world was hard, but 
how much easier they made it.

The parents of Winterfold really are 
something else, it’s no wonder your 
children are so great when they’ve 
been raised by such amazing role 
models. Your care, consideration, 
dedication, humour and compassion 
are all reflected in your children; you 
should be just as proud of them as I 
am proud to know them.

The last hours of the day were 
always filled with a lot of activities. 
Participating in all sorts of games; 
run, slope, typing club and eventually 
mathletics, so technically we weren’t 
just having fun. Then comes 6 o’clock, 
the final student would be signed 
out and Miss Reagan, despite being 
exhausted, happy and ready to do it 
all again. 

So that’s been my day for a year now – 
yes, with some hilarious variation, too 
many stories to tell but ask and there 
will be one about you, and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. Winterfold is 
an experience I’ll never forget, the 
people I’ve met will be important to 
me forever, the lessons I’ve learned 
I will fall back on constantly, and the 
youngsters I’ve taught will be special 
always. Thank you for the year; I’ll be 
back soon.

Miss Regan
When Mrs Toms asked us to write an 
article about our experience, a rush 
of emotions came over me, a mix 
of happiness looking back at all the 
memories made but also sadness 
to be leaving it behind. There are so 
many wonderful memories I could 
elaborate on, but I would be writing 
this forever. 

This is a ‘Day in Miss Regan’s life’: 

Firstly, a morning in Pre-Prep makes 
my day; greeting you all with a big old 
‘Good Morning’ and listening to what 
you had for breakfast, or whose party 
you had been to on the weekend or 
even what o’clock you’re being picked 
up at. Then spending time in the 
Kindergarten 2 classroom is always a 
treat. The games they come up with 
and the sayings they produce provides 
quite the entertainment, the absolute 
best kind. I wouldn’t want to spend my 
morning any other way with the most 
awesome company. 

Then it’s off to Prep lessons with Year 
7 and 8, where there is never a dull 
moment. What a delight it is to watch 
them blossom and grow into teenhood 
and the diverse topics that it covers. 

Morning break and lunch are always 
a highlight of the day. Participating in 
football, dance parties down on the 
Astro, the chat sessions on the grass, 
the handshakes made, as well as the 
Whole School march from the Astro to 
the Fletcher block. 

To top it off, I have Junior and Senior 
sport in the afternoon, all were very 
enjoyable no matter the team or sport. 
The end of the day was two hours of 
doing Wordle challenges, drawing 
competitions and hearing them read. 

Overall, the children have been 
fantastic and the joy they have brought 
is unexplainable. It is a breathtaking 
environment, where everyone comes 
together and support one another. 

This year will be one of the best 
years of my life and that is thanks to 
Winterfold. I thank my lucky stars that 
I was chosen to come here and meet 
all these incredible people that bring 
me so much fulfilment and continually 
make me smile. It is such a dear 
environment that will hold a special 
place in my heart forever.

gaP STuDENTS



We have continued to enhance our 
ICT provision at Winterfold with the 
addition of another suite of laptops, a 
new bank of iPads and adding more 
interactive digital boards so that they 
are now in all the teaching rooms. 
We have also celebrated academic 
successes with pupils achieving 
Academic, All-rounder, Art and Music 
scholarships to Senior Schools during 
the first term with the possibility of 
more to follow. Our OWLS (Outstanding 
Winterfold Learners) have been 
researching and debating a range 
of topical issues, such as the use of 
Artificial Intelligence, whilst pupils 
have been encouraged to participate 
in a range of national competitions.

We are building on our achievements 
and looking to further the teaching 
of Mathematics across the School 
in new and innovative ways. A large 
investment in the online resource of 
Mathletics has been made and this 
is having a hugely positive impact on 
KS2 and KS3 allowing the children to 
practise core skills, test themselves 
and receive instant feedback on 
their progress. The children are all 
working hard in lessons and using 
good old-fashioned pencil and paper 
to complete more opened ended 
questioning designed to improve their 
ability to solve problems. 

The English department has been 
celebrating successful pieces 

of writing within Whole School 
assemblies each week. The Scholastic 
Book Fair was a great success and 
helped to fund new books for our 
English studies. In KS2, the children 
have worked incredibly hard to create 
different genres of writing as well as 
showing increased comprehension 
of extracts and studied texts. In Year 
3, the children have enjoyed studying 
The Hedgehog by Dick King Smith and 
exploring the characters and themes 
of the story. Year 4 have experienced 
several classic texts portraying 
the different viewpoints of specific 
characters. This term, Year 5 have 
studied famous Greek myths before 
creating their own exciting mythical 
creatures as well as planning and 

The start of the new academic year is always both a hardworking and 
exciting time. 
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writing their own fantastical myth story. 
Year 6 started the year by studying a 
variety of classic narrative poems this 
term including The Highwayman by 
Alfred Noyes, the Listeners by Walter 
de la Mare and most recently the Lady 
of Shallot by Alfred Lord Tennyson. 

In KS3, the children have had 
the opportunity to explore several 
challenging extracts from Classic 
literature and the works of famous 
poets. Year 7 have explored the theme 
of Metamorphosis and examined the 
poetry of World War One, including 
Dulce Et Decorum Est and In Flanders 
Fields. Year 8 have read extracts 
from the Gothic tale of Dracula and 
completed a variety of activities based 
on Macbeth. 

Science has continued to thrive at 
Winterfold, making full use of our 
beautiful surroundings to enhance 
the learning experience. Science 
week was a super opportunity to get 
all age groups into the laboratory. 
They had plenty of fun with lessons 
being largely delivered by older pupils. 
We were also treated to an amazing 
falconry display. A small group of 
pupils visited the Space Guard Centre 

to stretch their knowledge about 
space.There has been a focus on 
driving forward independent learning 
and thinking scientifically in Years 
5-8 in the laboratory. The pupils plan 
and carry out investigations, working 
collaboratively to evaluate their 
findings.

Could there be snow this winter?  
You had better ask our Year 3 
meteorologists who have been 
learning about the weather and how 
to make forecasts using the School’s 
weather station. Africa has been 
the destination for Year 5 who have 
enjoyed taking a safari through Kenya, 
as well as learning about the Masai 
way of life. If you need directions, 
then ask Year 6, as they have been 
learning Ordnance Survey map skills 
in preparation for planning their own 
hikes and orienteering competitions 
next term. For Year 7 and Year 8, 
the focus has been a river study 
investigating changes along the River 
Ogmore in South Wales. 

It has been a busy term in the History 
department for all years. Year 8 have 
been studying the Stuart Dynasty, with 
a particular focus on the Gunpowder 

Plot and the English Civil War. Year 7 
have been exploring the reign of Henry 
VIII, culminating in a class debate on 
what really motivated Henry: money, 
love, religion or prestige. Year 6 
started their journey through medieval 
English History, with an examination 
of the events leading up to the Battle 
of Hastings. The Victorians have 
been the focus of Year 5 this term. 
As well as looking at child labour, 
Victorian schools and the extent of 
the Empire, the children worked on an 
independent project. Year 4 have been 
looking at the ancient Egyptians, whilst 
Year 3 have been finding out about 
the Stone Age. As always, History at 
Winterfold is taught with a love of 
learning in mind, allowing the children 
to engage in independent learning and 
to explore their own questions.   

In Modern Foreign Languages, 
Year 3 have been introduced to the 
Spanish language and can now 
say some basic information about 
themselves. Years 4 and 5 have 
enjoyed learning several topics and 
playing competitive Language games. 
Year 6 have studied the weather and 
names of some countries in French. 



They also took part in role-plays as a 
TV weather presenter, predicting the 
weather forecast for Europe, France 
and the UK. Year 7 learnt the clothes 
and colours agreements. Years 6, 7 
and 8 attended an excellent French 
performance called ‘Vive la France’ 
played by the Flying theatre. 

Year 5 have experienced their first 
taste of Latin and Classics this term 
under the watchful gaze of Minimus 
– the mouse who made Latin cool. 
They have begun to translate short 
sentences from Latin into English and 

enjoyed writing acrostic poetry based 
on the myth of Perseus and Medusa, 
and learning about the morality behind 
the story of Daedalus and Icarus. The 
Cambridge Latin Course has continued 
to be the focus of study in Latin for 
the upper years in the Prep School. 
Year 8, who have now completed the 
first book in the series, have recently 
experienced the shock twist of the last 
chapter of the course – no spoilers 
here though! In Classics, Year 6 have 
enjoyed studying about the origins 
of Rome and storyboarding the myth 
of Romulus and Remus. Year 7 have 

been researching the Greek Gods 
and exploring the stories of Jason, 
Theseus and Perseus. This has 
resulted in an extended ICT project 
and an opportunity to teach the Year 
7 Latin group about Greek heroes. 
Year 8 have continued with their 
study of The Odyssey. They completed 
various written tasks based on the 
epic journey of Odysseus’ return from 
Ithaca to his homeland. The project 
culminated in pupils designing and 
creating a board game which they 
enjoyed playing in lessons.



We have continued with our Themes 
of The Week, where throughout 
the term we focused on aspects of 
Kindness and Humility. The children 
have been actively involved in many 
aspects of our PSHE and Assembly 
programme. We are dedicated to 
instilling expectations of positive daily 
experiences and routines that make 
the Winterfold children who they are.

In November, we held our Anti-Bullying 
week where the children discussed 
age-appropriate topics and ways 
to support one another; this year’s 

theme was Make a Noise About It. 
The children had the opportunity to 
explore the impact that their actions 
and words have on one another. We 
also held our annual Odd Socks Day, 
to acknowledge our individuality within 
the Winterfold community.

Pupil Voice has grown further 
throughout the term, with every pupil 
in the Prep School actively involved 
in a committee. Their involvement is 
having a positive impact on Winterfold 
and the wider community. 

We are proud to be extremely aware 
of every child’s wellbeing, and we 
continue to cater for all, with activities 
such as our Award-winning Gardening 
Club. The expansion of this offering 
has seen it progress into a fully-
fledged business called Greenfingers, 
who are responsible for their own 
finance, marketing and selling. They 
have also teamed up with the local 
Foley Grange Residential Home, to 
drive their garden projects on-site; 
several visits have already taken 
place. A thank you must go to the 

What a positive term we have had throughout the pastoral aspect  
of Winterfold. 

PaSTORaL 



Friends of Winterfold for their support 
of this project. The rest of our activity 
programme continues to thrive and 
add to wellbeing throughout the Pre-
Prep and Prep and with offerings such 
as Yoga, Zumba, Radio and, Stop-
Motion Animation being popular.

The spiritual life of the school remains 
a huge focus for us. Father Lamb 
is active with our community and is 
always available for guidance, prayer 
or reflection. 

The worry/prayer boxes continue to 
be used in each form which helps 
the tutors be proactive in resolving 
any concerns in the classroom. For 
some of the younger children, Worry 
Monsters, Kindness Jars and Prayer 
Bears are being actively used, giving 
the opportunity to develop their own 
wellbeing and spirituality.

One pastoral project that we are 
particularly proud of that has been 
cemented and expanded this term is 
the Peer Mentors ENID Project; Every 

Need is Different. This continues to 
give us the opportunity to train our 
older pupils as peer mentors for 
children that may be finding aspects 
of school or life a challenge. The 
impact on the children throughout the 
school is clear to see, with the group 
spreading their skills of compassion, 
understanding and a listening ear 
to those who need it. We have also 
expanded this further, with a Kindness 
Team becoming part of Pupil Voice for 
our younger children.



CHaPEL
Following the Harvest Mass, Year 8 pupils sorted all the produce into 

categories to make it easier to store at the Basement Project. 



The Spiritual Leaders were proud to 
be able to deliver the boxes over to 
the Basement Project in Bromsgrove 
and the volunteers said that all 
the produce would be made into 
Christmas hampers to be delivered to 
the local community.

Year 3 had the opportunity to work 
collaboratively with Year 8 during 
some of their RE lessons this term. 
They used the Bibles to locate the 
relevant Scripture passages and they 
worked as a team to reflect on the 
stories together.

During the annual Remembrance 
Mass, five of our trumpeters played 
the Last Post and the Reveille in front 
of the whole Winterfold community. 
The Mass was well attended by 
parents and grandparents, and 
we remembered the men who had 
attended Winterfold during their 
School days and who sadly lost their 
lives during World War II.

Year 2 designed their own superhero 
capes for Noah, Jonah and David, 
using their own images to represent 

the special qualities which each of the 
Old Testament characters possessed. 
The winners even had the chance 
to show their creations to the Prep 
School in Celebration Assembly. Year 
3 had a special Show and Tell session, 
when they brought in memorabilia 
from their own Baptisms and made 
posters based on this important 
Sacrament.

In RE lessons, Year 5 worked in 
pairs to write and compose their 
own canticles based on St. Francis’ 
Canticle of Creation, using a variety of 
musical instruments. Year 5 and Year 
7 have been designing a display based 
on Pope Francis and his encyclical 
writings on caring for God’s creations 
and climate change, Laudato Si and 
Fratelli Tutti. They worked extremely 
hard to produce some eye-catching 
posters. Year 8 were given the brief 
to design a display based on the story 
of the Fall and Original Sin and they 
chose to create ‘Before’ and ‘After’ 
scenes, to depict the presence of sin 
and temptation within the world in 
2023.

Our team of Spiritual Leaders have 
been working across all areas of the 
religious life of the School to make 
sure that our Catholic ethos is at the 
heart of it. They had the opportunity 
to be involved in a wreath making 
activity for Advent. We are blessed to 
have a florist amongst our parents at 
Winterfold who came in to help the 
children to make it so beautiful.

At the end of term, Year 3 performed 
their Nativity tableau accompanied by 
Year 8 reading from the Scriptures. 
The Senior Choir, Chamber Choir and 
Girls’ Harmony Choir all performed 
Christmas carols and songs which 
were performed intermittently between 
readings and the re-enactment of the 
Nativity story.

Congratulations to our chaplain Father 
Lamb, who has been appointed as a 
Canon to the Cathedral of St. Chad’s, 
by Archbishop Bernard Longley.  A 
canon is an honorary title awarded 
by the archbishop to a priest in 
recognition of his faithful service to 
the church.



It has been so exciting to see the 
development of music amongst 
younger pupils. We have an amazing 
uptake as ever for instruments, 
with over 120 music lessons taking 
place every week. The breadth of 
instruments is as varied as ever, 
including trombones and tubas, flutes 
and violins, and every shape and size 
in between. We run a wide variety of 
ensembles at the School, and the 
weekly ensemble experience greatly 
helps the pupils’ development. Here 
is a quick review of what groups are 
available and what they have been up 
to in 2023. 

Junior Strings: This is a training group 
for all violin and cello players of Grade 
1 upwards. They performed this term 
at the Christmas Market. 

Junior Band: This group is primarily 
for children in Years 4 and 5. They 
learn how to play in an ensemble 
with brass, wind and strings. Special 
arrangements are made for them, and 
they took to the stage at the Christmas 
Market this term. 

Saxophone Group: This is for more 
advanced saxophone pupils and 
features alto, tenor, and baritone 
saxophones. They work hard every 

week and gave us a rendition of a 
couple of Christmas hits at the Market. 

Senior Strings: This is for the more 
advanced string players at the School 
and focuses on playing string quartets 
and chamber music. They entertained 
us this term at the Market with a 
Christmas medley. 

Orchestra: This group brings together 
all the best players from the School 
for a full orchestral experience, 
tackling both popular band music and 
classical repertoire. They are working 
on a couple of pieces for our Summer 
concert spectacle. 

It was great to be back at School for the new academic year. 

MuSIC



Seasonal Brass: This group works with 
the best brass players in the School 
and works towards events such as 
Christmas carol playing and other 
unique events. 

Flute Group: All the flute players in the 
Prep School take part in this group, 
with their own special arrangements 
to perform in the Summer Concert and 
at events. 

Percussion Group: With its use of 
steel pans, marimba, drum kit and 
djembe, the ensemble wonderfully 
allows pupils to engage with a fusion 
of percussion sounds, performing at 
events such as the Christmas mini-me. 

Off Beats: This group provides a 
training ground for our younger jazz 
musicians, with the full set up of a 
rhythm section and band line up. They 
are working hard for our jazz evening 
next term and spend much time 
working on their improvisation. 

Groove Diggers: The top jazz band for 
pupils in the School. This group aims 
to be a real flag-waver for music at the 
School. It is also a chance for children 
to learn key skills in ensemble and 
improvisation through playing top jazz 
and pop tunes. 

Festival Choir: This is a new ensemble 
this term, set up as a highly selective 
group of singers that will represent the 
School at events and competitions. 
They are preparing to participate in the 
Dudley Music Festival. 

Chamber Choir and Q2: The Chamber 
choir and Q2 consists of all the pupils 
from Years 5 to 8. This allows pupils 
to sing at their correct level, in a short 
and constructive choir rehearsal, 
every week. It has been especially 
encouraging to see a large number of 
boys in the top choir. 

Junior Choir: All Year 3 and Year 4 
pupils have their own group and 
rehearsal every week to learn key 
vocal and ensemble skills ready to 
lead in the Carol Service and Summer 
Concert. 

As you can see, we have a well-oiled 
machine that allows for development 
within the Music department. For 
this to happen, we ensure that all 
children play or sing in ensembles 
that match their skills. This means 
that their craft and confidence as 
performers improves during their 
time at Winterfold. In some cases, 
the children play up to five times a 
week in separate groups. Most of the 
groups also run during break and free 
time, which means that the pupils do 
not end up losing their own free time. 
Please do get your children involved; 
such a support system is not present 
at most schools. 



We have seen a great deal of 
competitive matches take place, 
where they have demonstrated high 
levels of teamwork and sportsmanship 
throughout. Mr Gooderham and Mr 
Terry from Bromsgrove School have 
led the girls’ sessions on a Monday 
afternoon, which has been of great 
value, enabling the girls to develop 
their skills further. Thanks should also 
go to all the teachers, games staff and 
gappies who offer great support and 
help at all sessions and matches. 

The boys have had a fun and 
successful term of rugby. The 1st 
team have played some outstanding 
rugby and have put in performances 
that they can be very proud of. I know 
that their parents have also enjoyed 
watching the style of rugby that they 
have played. We teach Winterfold 
pupils to have the right skills to take 
them forward in the game as they 
get older, and it is great to see the 
boys develop as they progress from 
Year 3 all the way up to Year 8. The 

2nd team also had a very positive 
season, and some of the Year 7 boys 
have certainly put their hand up to 
be considered for the 1st team next 
year. The U11 and U10 teams had a 
very full fixture list and have kicked 
on from last season. The U11A team 
played expansively with good skills 
and our U10A team also worked 
hard to understand the game further 
and put into practice what they are 
learning in the games lessons. The 
B teams of both age groups started 

SPORT
The girls have enjoyed several successful hockey matches this term.  

all our girls’ hockey teams have worked consistently hard in both their 
matches and training, resulting in their skills developing over the season. 



the season playing touch rugby, and 
as their confidence with contact skills 
developed, they transferred to playing 
contact after half-term. Allowing the 
boys to progress at the best rate for 
them is fundamental to enjoying the 
game of rugby and they had a very 
positive season. The Year 4 U9 boys 
did well this season and the A team 
in particular showed a lot of promise. 
They are very keen to make tackles 
and showed excellent teamwork. 
The Year 3 boys thoroughly enjoyed 
tag rugby and worked consistently to 
improve their catch-pass skills and 
support running. 

This term, we enjoyed hosting the first 
Winterfold Cross-Country, where all 
our runners displayed a high level of 
effort. We had a notable performance 
from one of our U11 boys J. Edwards 
who placed 2nd overall. Alongside 
this we enjoyed success at the RGS 
The Grange Cross-Country with an 
individual 3rd place from U9 J. Conyers 
and 2nd place for U11 J. Edwards. The 
U9 boys’ and U11 boys’ teams both 
finished in 2nd place, whilst our U9 
girls finished 3rd overall as a team. 
Our runners worked very hard to place 

as high as possible, showing a great 
deal of determination throughout the 
race. All the Winterfold athletes should 
be pleased with their efforts and the 
level of team work on display. 

All in all, a very busy term of sport for 
everyone at Winterfold. Thank you to 
the children who have taken part, to 
our superb coaches for their help and 
expertise, to our grounds staff who 
prepare and maintain our pitches, to 
our kitchen staff for providing such 
great match teas and to all the parents 
who have supported the teams so 
positively so far this year.



This group of twenty Year 7 and 8 
pupils have met each week to take 
part in various Drama activities 
designed to extend their experience 
beyond what is covered in the weekly 
Drama curriculum. Some members 
of the group have also been busily 
preparing for auditions for Drama 
Scholarships at their chosen Senior 
Schools and we are hopeful for similar 
successes as in previous years. We 
were delighted to welcome Miss Darks 
and Miss Cox to Winterfold as our 
new LAMDA teachers in November. 
Lessons have started well and we have 
no doubt that they will build on the 
fantastic work that Mrs Rose started.  

Work on the new Penryn Hall 
continues; it is very exciting to see the 
daily changes and the new theatre 
space taking shape. Being without a 

formal performance space presents 
us with some challenges, but we 
have taken these as opportunities 
for the children to present work in a 
different format. In December, Year 6 
performed extracts from two Theatre-
In-Education (TIE) plays; Chicken by 
Mark Wheeler and Jamie and the Land 
of Dinnnersphere by Johnny Carrington 
and Mark Wheeler. Which are 
particularly suited to being performed 
in a studio as they are designed to 
be toured and performed in flexible 
spaces. All pupils were involved in 
the plays and rose to the challenge 
of delivering a good many lines whilst 
mastering the exaggerated physicality 
and performance style of TIE.  

During the last week of term, Year 3 
took on the mantle of the Nativity 

tableaux, which is performed as part 
of the School Carol Service. It is a 
Winterfold tradition that all Year 3 
pupils play their part in the Nativity, 
and it is always heartwarming when 
Year 8 readers and Year 3 performers 
come together to rehearse, and the 
Year 8 pupils share their memories 
of being in the Nativity. This year’s 
Nativity cast performed with focus 
and reverence and brought a special 
atmosphere to the service. We 
had a special guest join us at this 
years’ service (a Shetland pony 
masquerading as a donkey) and even 
that could not distract from the special 
roles that Year 3 were performing. It 
was wonderful to see how much the 
children enjoyed performing despite 
the size and scale of the congregation. 

as always, it was a busy start to the academic year in the Drama 
department. In September, we welcomed ten new pupils into  

the Drama Scholars’ group, after they successfully completed a  
workshop audition. 

DRaMa



During the term, we also enjoyed 
some inspiring visits to the theatre. In 
September, Years 7 and 8 watched a 
TIE piece called Get In. The children 
were impressed with the actors’ skills 
as they multi-roled and brought to 
life some hard-hitting scenes with 
only token props and costumes. 
In November, Years 6 to 8 went to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre to 
watch Jesus Christ Superstar. This 
powerful and moving production had 
us spellbound throughout, December 
marks the time for the Christmas 

theatre visits. This year, Years 3 to 8 
went to see The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe at the Birmingham 
Rep. This mesmerising production 
made effective use of multi-media 
projections, lighting and sound to 
transport us between the different 
worlds that the characters inhabit in 
the story. During the last week of term, 
the Reception classes enjoyed seeing 
Jack and the Beanstalk at Worcester’s 
Swan Theatre. They enjoyed the 
audience participation element of the 
show and were dancing and singing 

along with great energy. It is always 
a pleasure to accompany Winterfold 
pupils to the theatre and watch as they 
become immersed in the production 
that they are watching.                                                                                                        

So, as another fun and creative term 
draws to a close, we look forward to 
the Lent Term and the excitement 
that it brings. Most notably, work on 
the Senior Play (Mary Poppins Jnr) 
continues, with two different casts, 
and there is no time to waste in 
preparing for our performances at 
Cobham Theatre in April. 



After the summer break, each child 
returned to School with a renewed 
sense of eagerness to study, and they 
swiftly and maturely adapted to the 
new schedule of their classes and 
teachers.

Both the sounds and the reading of 
the Floppy Phonics curriculum have 
been enjoyable for Years 1 and 2. The 
children have been responding so well 
to our sounds each week, gobbling 
up the new stories. The book, The 
Tiger Who Came to Tea served as the 
primary reading for the Year 2 pupils’ 
English classes. The children created 
a dinner fit for a savage beast in the 
jungle and even got to hot-seat some 
book characters. Year 1 have studied 
a variety of classic stories, such as 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears and 
Cinderella. They have completed their 
own adaptations of the stories and 
have even discussed the thoughts, 
feelings and viewpoints of the 
characters.

This term, History has been given a  
lot of attention in both year groups. 
Year 1 have had lessons about 
castles. They researched the first 
English castle ever built, analysed 
the architecture, and learnt how to 
assault and defend them. The children 
were fortunate to advance their study 
with a tour of Tamworth Castle where 
they were given the opportunity to 
investigate numerous sources. History 
lessons in Year 2 have focused on 
the Great Fire of London. In addition 
to creating timelines of important 
historical occurrences and acting as 
historian detectives, they also studied 
a variety of sources and attempted 
to construct a house that would have 
had a better chance of surviving the 
fire. Even so, we brought some paper 
buildings to the Forest School to try 
and put ourselves in the shoes of 
those who experienced it. Year 2 were 
visited by the spectacular company, 

Museums In Your Classrooms where 
Samuel Pepys took them through the 
devastating period.

The first Mass of the year, Harvest 
Mass, was attended by the children 
in Years 1 and 2, and they made 
us proud. In November, we enjoyed 
a Bonfire Night-themed day when 
both year groups researched the 
Gunpowder Plot and produced 
some amazing artwork depicting 
fireworks. Year 2 pupils were present 
for the Remembrance Mass and 
demonstrated exceptional behaviour 
and attention to the remarks spoken. 
Years 1 and 2 created poppies while 
studying the significance of this 
momentous day. In Key Stage 1, we 
tried something new since Penryn 
is undergoing a renovation. We 
had a collection of music, dances, 
poems and jokes for our Christmas 
celebrations in the Main House. 

Key Stage 1 has had a very productive and busy Christmas term. 

PRE-PREP



The children and staff have had a fun and creative term.

EaRLY YEaRS

The children came back to School 
after the summer break refreshed 
and keen to start learning again. We 
began the term getting to know the 
children and finding out about their 
interests. The children brought photos 
of themselves as babies and of their 
families so they could talk to staff and 
their friends about them.

Reception children were introduced to 
our phonics scheme Floppy’s Phonics, 
and keenly awaited to find out which 
sounds were going to be taught each 
week. They love the opportunity to 
take their learning outside to Forest 
School, particularly finding fun in the 
mud kitchen, as well as bug hunting.

Our Harvest celebration was an 
opportunity to invite parents into 
the classrooms and there was great 
excitement for all. The children sung 
Harvest songs and participated in a 
creative activity with their parents. 
Some made shape scarecrows while 
others created hedgehogs out of clay. 
The children also did some lovely 
pumpkin activities during the week. 

After half term, the children enjoyed 
plenty of activities around the theme 
of Celebrations. The children explored 
Bonfire Night and Diwali. There were 
many colourful firework pictures 
created using different materials

Our Christmas celebrations for 
Kindergarten 2 and Reception were 
in the more intimate location of 
the front hall in the Main House at 
Winterfold. The Reception children 
took the opportunity to perform a 
simple Nativity and we were amazed 
at how well they learnt their lines and 
how well they performed in front of 
an audience. Kindergarten 2 also 
performed some lovely Christmas 
songs for their parents alongside 
creating a Nativity scene. Kindergarten 
1 invited their parents into the 
classroom to make a Christmas 
decoration. 



It was wonderful to see so many 
new faces at our initial meeting of 
the School year. Mr Shaw and his 
Greenfingers project group came to 
pitch an idea to request funding for a 
polytunnel, so the children can grow 
their own plants and set up their own 
mini enterprise. Friends of Winterfold 
have decided to support this project 
and a new polytunnel has been 
assembled in the grounds. We look 
forward to seeing the results of this 
new initiative.

The first event of the year was our 
traditional Macmillan coffee morning. 
There were lots of volunteers to help 
to serve tea, coffee and cake to the 
families of Winterfold, and an amazing  
£1265 was raised.

Firework night was an amazing family 
event as always. School catering 
provided an array of warming treats, 
and the sweet store was very busy. 

We were joined by boarders from Page 
House at Bromsgrove School who all 
had a wonderful time. The fireworks 
were spectacular.

On the last Saturday of November, we 
invited Pre-Prep and Year 3 to join us 
for Breakfast with Santa. This is the 
first time we have held this event and 
it was hugely popular. The kitchen 
team provided a delicious breakfast 
and Santa arrived in the main hallway 
of the house, assisted by some elves 
and a reindeer. The children had 
fun decorating gingerbread, making 
Christmas crafts, and getting their 
face painted by a very talented 
parent, Clare Lang. Thank you to all 
the helpers who made this event so 
successful. We hope this event will 
become a new Winterfold tradition

We also held our Christmas wreath 
making workshop in the Bromsgrove 
School Hospitality Suite. Kim Steffen 
from The Petal Bar kindly provided her 
time and all the materials at cost to 
teach a masterclass in wreath making. 
There were some beautiful wreaths 
created and everyone had a really 
lovely start to the Christmas season.

The annual Christmas Market was 
held at the end of term, and despite 
not having much indoor space due 
to the rebuilding of Penryn Hall, we 
still managed to create a beautiful 
Christmas atmosphere. Lots of 
people came to help set up and it was 
wonderful to see so many families join 
us in the afternoon. The Pack Leaders 
organised some wonderful games 
in the Pre-Prep courtyard for all the 
children to enjoy. 

The Friends of Winterfold wish you a 
very happy and prosperous New Year.

It has been a super busy term for Friends of Winterfold with several new 
and exciting events.

FRIENDS OF
WINTERFOLD



Thanks to support from the Friends of 
Winterfold, a 50 feet long polytunnel 
will be completed by January 2024 
near to the School garden. Children 
have been growing 600 winter/
spring flowering plants and hundreds 
of bulbs that will be sold in planters 
and hanging baskets in a spring sale. 
Thousands of plants will also be sold 
in our summer bedding plant sale.

A finance team meets fortnightly to 
maintain budgets and log orders. They 
have been using Microsoft Excel to 
track cash flow and model how much 
money we might make on sales. A 
marketing team has been producing 
adverts, flyers and promotional videos 
ready for our sales.

A key aspect of this project is that 
profits will be invested into the 
local community. A link has been 
established with Foley Grange 
Residential Home and three visits 
have already taken place to begin a 
three-year programme to develop their 
grounds. Spring bulbs and flowers 
have been planted with the residents. 
There have been lots of stories, 
laughter and smiles as young and old 
share their love of gardening. Next 
term a bird garden will be created at 
Foley Grange and Years 7 and 8 have 
begun creating bird tables and feeders 
in their CDT lessons.

Our gardening club still continues each 
week. Our second harvest of tomatoes, 
potatoes, leeks, onions, carrots, garlic 

and lots more was largely used by 
Year 5 children to cook pasta sauces 
and soups in a programme of cooking 
sessions in CDT lessons. We were 
very excited when our Open Morning 
activity of harvesting vegetables, then 
hopping over the fence to cook a leek 
and potato soup in a kitchen set up 
outside, was chosen by the Royal 
Horticultural Society as a highlight of 
the year. The activity will feature in 
their National magazine for schools. 
We were thrilled to receive the Level 
5 award by the RHS for Schools, the 
highest level that can be achieved.

With so much achieved, it is hard 
to believe that this really is just the 
beginning for our Greenfingers project. 
It is all very, very exciting.

This term, as a spin off from our award-winning gardening club,  
Years 6 and 7 children launched greenfingers, a mini enterprise project 

of flower growing. 

gREENFINgERS
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